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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, National Reconnaissance Qffice
SUBJECT : Surfacing of LRI Prototype.

REFERENCE : Proposal for Surfacing an LRI Prototype as

Cover for the OXCART Program,

25X1 |

1. The referenced memorandum, dated 10 April 1963, out-
lined a proposal for the surfacing of an LRI prototype as a cover
mechanism for the OXCART program.

2. As you will recall, immadiately subsequent to your re-
ceipt of this proposal, an informal meeting was hald to discuss the
recommendations included therein and to determine a further course
of action. It was concluded at that time that no further action would
be taken on the recommendations until you had had an opportunity to
discuse the marits of the proposal with Secretary McNamara and
eliclted his views on the subject. Since that time therae has baen
no further exchange of correspondence on this subject and we are
uncertain as to whether the problem has been discuseed with Sec-
retary McNamara and, if so, the resulte of such a discuseion.

3. The purposs of this mamorandum is to restate the grave
concern expressed in our previous memorandum with regard to the
poseibility of an untoward incident which could result in an uncon-
trolied surfacing of the OXCART vehicls. Since that paper was
written, there have been several minor incidents involving mechan-
ical malfunctions and sightinge of the A~12 which might have devel-
opad into serious problems had fortune not otherwise dictated. In
addition, during this period, escalated activity in the R-12 procure-~
ment program has, as we anticipated, generated increasing specula-
tion both in the industry and in the Air Force regarding many facets
of the program.
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4. In light of the foregoing, I fsel that it is not only appro-
priate but essential at this time, to request & reconsideration of
this problem by the NRO with a view toward making recommendations
to the Ad Hoc Cover Comrittes and higher authorities as to whether
we should continue with the currently approved contingency plan or
take action to implement the proposed LRI surfacing. I would appre-~
ciate your comments at your sarliest convenlence.

HERBERT SCOVILLE, JR.
Deputy Director
{Research)
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SAL/OSA/DDR/

Distribution:

Copy 1 == D/NRO

Copy 2 == D/NRO

Copy 3 =~ Col. Geary

Copy 4 -~ DD/R

Copy 5 -~ DD/R

Copy 6 =- AD/OSA

Copy 7 -- DAD/OSA

Copy 8 -- C/88/08A

Copy 9 -- SA/DDR

Copy 10 - D/ TECH/OSA
Copy 1l « D/FA/OSA

Copy 12 ~ C/PS/OBA

Copy 13 = BAL/OSA (chrono)
Copy 14 - RBfOBA

Copies 15 through 20 -- SAL/OSA
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